


GREETING AND WELCOME TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE
13TH INTERNATIONAL TRANSPERSONAL CONFERINCE

The Board of Directors of the ITA and I heartily welcome you to Toward Farth
Community: Ecology, Native Wisdom and Spirituality.

From the moment we accepted Ralph Metzner’s proposal to address these urgent and
challenging themes at a conference in this beautiful and inspiring land, it has seemed
that this meeting was being enthusiastically — somehow even magically received. That,
indeed, has been the case. Many of you told us that you experienced a deep internal
calling to make the pilgramage to be here; others, that you had long shared our concerns
and looked forward to the opportunity to participate with individuals from around our
greater global community. And still others, especially those from the ecological and
indigenous communities, had never been to a transpersonal conference but felt inspired
enough to come see what it is all about.

We thank each of you for the generous response that has made this meeting so
successful, and, for your ongoing willingness to explore, with us, the transpersonal
perspective. I invite you to participate and celebrate with us fully and hope that you will
remember this conference as the one that significantly enhanced your awareness of your
own personal relatedness to all human beings, all other animals, and all of our

environment — our glorious Mother, Earth.
Patricia Ellerd, President

Iternational Transpersonal Association

The time is the end of May, half-way between Beltane, with its purifying fires and merry
dances, and Mid-Summer Equinox, with its fruitful warmth and exuberant growth. The
Sun moves from Taurus into Gemini and the Moon is full. The gates to the
Otherworld have opened, and if we are lucky, the sidhe and spirits of the land, the sea
and the air, may gift us with their benevolent presence.

Women and men from all the continents, some with their children, have come
together to honor and celebrate the Earth — to sing, to dance, to hear poems and
stories, to share food and drink and the laughter of true friendship. More seriously, we

have also come to contemplate together and to mourn the overwhelming loss of so
much of the diversity of life and culture that is occurring in our time. And thirdly, we
have come to counsel and to strategize together, on how best to resist and transform the
techno-industrial production-consumption monster that is mindlessly devastating the

biosphere.
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Ralph Metzner
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